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owned to me, that it had been revised and curtailed by som< of them. He told me, that they had struck out one pas , which was to this effect : —
*
' That the Colonists could with no solidity argue from their no having been taxed while in their infancy, that they should not nov be taxed. We do not put a calf into the plow ; we wait till he i: an ox.'
He said, ' They struck it out either critically as too ludicrous or politically as too exasperating. I care not which. It wa: their business. If an architect says, I will build five stories and the man who employs him says, I will have only three the employer is to decide.' ' Yes, Sir, (said I,) in ordinarj cases. But should it be so when the architect gives his skil and labour gratis f
Unfavourable as I am constrained to say my opinion o this pamphlet was, yet, since it was congenial with the sen timents of numbers at that time, and as every thing relating to the writings of Dr. Johnson is of importance in literary history, I shall therefore insert some passages which wen struck out, it does not appear why, either by himself o those who revised it. They appear printed in a few proo leaves of it in my possession, marked with corrections in hi: own hand-writing. I shall distinguish them by Italicks.
In the paragraph where he says the Americans were in cited to resistance by European intelligence from
'Men whom they thought their friends, but who were friend only to themselves ','
there followed, —
' and 'made by their selfishness, the enemies of their country? And the next paragraph ran thus : —
' On the original contrivers of mischief, rather than on those whou they have deluded, let an insulted nation pour out its vengeance.'
1 Johnson's Works, vi. 261.
Th<
